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14. Template for approaching Local Businesses 





Approaching businesses in your local area is a great way to involve the community in your National Ride2School Day. 


You could approach local retailers to donate products or services for your school to use as prizes. Great places would be your local bike shop or sporting goods store. Use the Bicycle Victoria � HYPERLINK "http://www.bv.com.au/find/4/" ��Bike Shop Finder� to locate your nearest bike shop.


You could also approach your local fruit shop, bakery or even the supermarket to donate healthy snacks for students to have when they arrive at school on National Ride2School Day. 


There are numerous ways you could approach your local businesses:


Get an adult (teacher or parent) to accompany students to the business and ask for support in person. 


Send the business a letter from the school principal asking for support on behalf of the school – use the template provided.


Teachers could work with the Ride2School Organising Committee to draft a letter to businesses requesting support. This also allows students to take some leadership in the process of planning the day.








Dear (insert name of business / owner),





On Wednesday 17 March 2010, (name of school) will be joining schools across the country and taking part in National Ride2School Day. 


National Ride2School Day gives our school a great opportunity to connect with our local community and we would like to invite you / your business to be involved in (name of school) Ride2School Day.


On National Ride2School Day parents and teachers are encouraged to leave the car at home and get students walking, riding, skating or scootering to school.


(Name of school) will be celebrating National Ride2School Day by (write about the activities your school will engage in - e.g. assembly, breakfast, festival etc).


 (Now write about your request – ‘it would be fantastic if you could contribute to our Ride2School Day by donating some fruit/ healthy snacks for a breakfast’ or ‘it would be fantastic if you could contribute to our Ride2School Day by donating some prizes for students who walk or ride  to school’ etc)


(Name of school) would greatly value your involvement and contribution to our Ride2School Day.


For more information or to discuss this request further and make arrangements for your involvement, please contact (name, phone and / or email of contact at school).


To find out more about the Ride2School Program and National Ride2School Day please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ride2school.com.au" ��www.ride2school.com.au� or call the Ride2School Team on (03) 8636 8888.





Kind Regards,


(Contact name)








