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These five rides were especially selected for the  
 

2009 GREAT ESCAPADE – WA 
 

 The rides tempt visiting cyclists to explore the environs of Margaret River, 
whilst avoiding some of the busier commercial roads, are not too taxing of 
terrain, will only take 2-3 hours riding time and they all visit a great coffee 

venue. 
 

The rides do take in some dirt roads and tracks but surfaces are generally good 
and are suitable for all bikes, except your prized road racer due to some gravel 

surfaces. 
 
Margaret River to Colonial Brewery 
21km return ride that takes in a cycle path along the River 
followed by a dirt road through pine plantations close to the airstrip and then a 
sealed country road to our destination. 
 
Margaret River to Cowaramup Township 
30km return ride all the way on our very own Rails to Trails Cycle Path, 
heading north to the small township of Cowaramup. Nothing but treed reserve 
all the way and you lose the busy traffic on Bussell Hwy. 
 
Darch Watershed Loop 
14km loop ride that meanders through the suburbs of Margaret River, onto a 
disused road and eventually to our coffee destination. Your return is via the 
Rails to Trails Cycle Path back into town. 
 
Voyager Estate Loop 
18km loop ride that starts on the walk/cycle path to the coast, meanders along 
some quiet country sealed roads and finishes by returning via the Rails to Trails 
Cycle Path. 
 
Margaret River to Gnarabup 
20km return ride all the way to the coast on a sealed walk/cycle path that only 
stops when you get bogged in the beach sand, and you can avoid the busy 
traffic on Wallcliffe Road. 
�

 



 
 

This Guide is for Well Organised Cyclists 
Because - 

 
They know their physical capabilities for cycling, 

They think ahead, are prepared for their ride and leave plenty of daylight to 
arrive at their destination; 

 
They are prepared for adverse weather conditions - wet weather gear, 

slipslopslap, sunglasses, water and nibbles, 
 

They are courteous to fellow road users, fellow cyclists and walkers; 
 

They are prepared to ride on possibly busy and quiet roads, cycle tracks, dirt 
tracks, and share walk/cycle paths;  

 
They are skilled at cycling on various surfaces and conditions; 

 
They carry some basic first aid supplies; 

They ride well maintained bikes; 

They are prepared for minor bike repairs; 

They have considered what they will do if their bike becomes un-rideable –
phone, walk, ask for help; 

 
They are proud of their soft imprint on the environment and take their rubbish 

with them. 
 

Cycling solo?? - is that a good choice for this ride?? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READING THE GUIDE 
 

Each ride gives both an estimate of kilometres return and cycle time return for 
an experienced cyclist having a leisurely ride with no detours. It also gives an 

indication by percentage of road surface you will expect to find between 
sealed, dirt and rough track. Also an indication of undulation and /or physical 

effort one would expect to encounter. 
Each ride begins from the steps of the Margaret River Visitor Centre 

The guide presumes you have a well calibrated computer to keep track of 
distance, for this will help you navigate – however if you don’t, the guide is 
still applicable if you take one of the free locality road maps as a reference, 

as they have detailed scale and road names to assist sufficiently in keeping your 
bearings – they are available, free, from the visitor centre. 

 
The guide uses (0.0)kms from the starting point to measure any intersections, 
directions and any significant landmarks; Left and Right but also north, south, 

east and west, are used to help navigate. 
Road signs are mentioned where necessary. 

The rides are explained only one way unless a Loop Ride but each ride makes 
it clear how to find your way back to town. 

 
The two maps included have the rides colour coded. 

The smaller map shows the detail of heading out of Margaret River township, 
and the larger map is a scaled map showing the complete full rides. 

 
 

It’s worth picking up a free Andi Map of Margaret River from one of the many 
shops in town as a compliment to this guide. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Margaret River to Colonial Brewery 
 
21.0kms return 
Allow 1hr 45 mins riding time 
55% Sealed Road 
45% Dirt Cycle Path and Road 
Good Surface and Undulating 
 
(0.0) From the starting point of the Margaret River Visitor Centre in the main 
street head down hill, north on Bussell Hwy, heading towards Perth over the 
Margaret River itself. 
Take the footpath, if you like, for the road is always busy but as soon as you 
cross the bridge you head into 
  
(0.4) Rotary Park on the right that includes a loco called Kate - an example of a 
typical steam engine that worked this jarrah country hauling timber. 
Have a look at the Trails on the Park map while you’re here; for on it you will 
see the airstrip which we will pass on the west side. 
Your path heads east beside the Margaret River, on a sealed path firstly but, 
soon turns to a  dirt cycle/walk trail that heads all the way to Ten Mile Brook 
Dam. The Trail is a great ride but is best suited for walkers and off-road 
bicycles if you are considering going the full length, but the first leg along the 
River is easy going for it was once an unsurveyed railway line. 
 
(1.6) On the River you will see the weir & crossing and Margaret River’s old 
water supply before Ten Mile Brook Dam went in – you can cross this weir as 
an alternative to get back into town on your return trip. 
 
(2.4) Your path veers to the left at exactly 2.4kms 
At this intersection you will have a swimming hole in the River where the fire 
tankers can reverse and fill with water, also a climbing tree for the adventurous 
local youth. 
The intersection is a perfect Y split with the walk/cycle trail and sign to Ten 
Mile Brook veering right, but your path veers left. Follow the dirt road heading 
north east, you will have pine plantations on your left and a winter creek line 
on your right and a slow climb that eventually turns into a short challenging 
incline. This signals you will soon reach the crest with pine plantations both 
left and right. 
 
 

(3.9) A Give Way sign at the crossing of Long Road. You are now cycling 
parallel to the airstrip to your right and you can, if you like, venture over and 
have a look, or cycle along the full length of the airstrip but the path might not 
be as good – a bit of loose sand this time of year. Light planes are regular 
visitors to this airstrip these days. 

 
Remember if you do follow the airstrip, to return back to this main dirt road 
heading north – look out for the power lines that follow this dirt road north for 
the northern part of this section of road. 
 
(5.8) You will spot the sign post that states that you have been on Thompson 
Road and you are about to reach the sealed Osmington Road.  
 
(6.0) Osmington Road. 
Have a good look at this intersection before cycling on, for you will return to 
this point and have to make a decision to find this dirt road back to town or 
take the sealed road west to the busy Bussell Hwy to get back to town.  
 
But for now its sealed road to the left-east approx for 4.7kms on a slightly 
undulating country road, farms on our left and forest reserves on our right. 
 
(10.6) Colonial Brewery entrance 
 
The ride back is the same route with the only choice being the same dirt 
Thompson Road back to the River or return via the busy Bussell Hwy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee Venue 
COLONIAL BREWERY 
11:00 – 6:00 seven days 

9758 8177 
www.colonialbrewingco.com.au 

 
 
 



 
Margaret River to Cowaramup 
 
30.0kms return 
Allow 2hr 10 mins riding time 
92% Dirt on the Rail to Trail Cycle Path 
Good Surface and Flat all the way 
Public Toilets and Water at Cowaramup only 
 
(0.0) From the starting point of the Margaret River Visitor Centre in the main 
street head up the hill - west, on Tunbridge Street past the old hospital site on 
your left, then at  
(0.5) look for Mann Street turning right. 
Only another 0.45kms and just before the tee intersection of Railway Terrace, 
look out for the cycle/walk trail sign and  
(0.95) Turn right onto this trail. 
 
You are now on the Rails to Trails Cycle Path that takes you all the way to 
Cowaramup 
13.0kms of relaxing bush reserve on both sides of the trail and you’re riding the 
only surveyed railway line south of Busselton. The last train finished its 
journey to Augusta in 1957. 
You will pass over the River on the original railway bridge plus some other old 
bridges and some that have had recent modern repairs. 
 
(3.8) Lookout for the Chimney Trail sign to your right – a 300m detour to the 
only remains of an old timber mill, a brick chimney used to burn excess 
sawdust and wood chips. 
 
Back to the main trail and at your leisure head north to Cowaramup. 
Cross some forestry access roads. 
Listen to the highway traffic slowly disappear as you veer away into the bush 
(7.45) See if you can spot the lonely picnic table at Burnside Siding. 
 
(8.5) Crossing Burnside Road and a slow straight incline to Cowaramup. 
 
(12.2) The trail does a dog-leg to the left to cross a not so well signed-posted 
Ellensbrook Road and then a little further on crossing Cowaramup Bay Road. 
Not far from Cowaramup now, with dairy farms on your right. 
 
 

(13.7) You will reach the sealed Brockman Road turning right on to this road 
will take you into Cowaramup. Turn left and you can buy a block in the new 
subdivision. 
The cycle/walk path continues straight ahead and back to a sealed surface.  
Follow this path past to the old sale yards and then head east on the sealed road 
into Cowaramup.  
(15.0) Cycle through the shady green park to reach the main street. 
 
To return to Margaret River, just retrace your path on the Rails to Trails Cycle 
Path, you will be surprised how much easier it is, for your cycle to Cowaramup 
has been a discreet climb. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Coffee Venues 
CAFETTI  

7:30 – 5.30 wed - sunday 
9755 9395 

 
UDDERLY DIVINE 
8:30 – 4:30 all week 

9755 5519 
 



 
Darch Watershed Loop 
 
13.5kms return 
1hr 10 mins riding time 
38% Sealed Road and Paths 
62% Dirt Road and Rails to Trails Track 
Easy riding through the suburbs of Margaret River, quiet dirt roads and a 
bit of loose gravel on the Rails to Trails Track 
 
(0.0) From the starting point of the Margaret River Visitor Centre in the main 
street head east, up Churchill Avenue all the way until you’re forced to turn 
right onto Le Seouf Street. 
Heading south, through the Give Way sign with the police station on your right 
and keep going until you hit a tee intersection where the school grounds will be 
in front of you. 
 
(0.9) Turn left, east, and cycle Forrest Road. 
 
(1.7) With an electricity substation on your left and Forrest Road veering left 
and Tingle Avenue turning right 
Veer right onto the shared cycle/walk path that heads slightly south of east 
through the suburbs of Margaret River. Cycling on a combination of paths and 
avenues, this is your path heading directly towards the distant treed hill with 
the cleared power lines running away from you. – this is your direct line 
through the suburbs. 
 
(2.2) Still heading east, as you leave the last of the houses, you will hit a gravel 
track that crosses a not so pretty winter creek line and immediately after the 
creek crossing we take the disused Darch Road right, south and a quiet tree 
lined track popular with early morning walkers. 
 
(4.8) You will reach Half Moon Corner and cross the sealed Mowen Road and 
continue on the dirt Darch Road. 
 
(6.6) The road changes to a sealed surface and you will come shortly to the 
Watershed Winery entrance 
  
The winery is open from 10.00am till 5.00pm for a wine tasting, coffee or a 
meal. 
 

For your return to Margaret River, you leave the winery and cross the busy 
Bussell Hwy and head west on Gnarawary Road with the tourist signs pointing 
to Leeuwin Estate and Voyager Estate. 
 
You don’t stay on this road for long, for at 
 
(7.6) Look out for the Rails to Trails Cycle Sign and turn right, north onto the 
Rails to Trails Track back into Margaret River. 
 
This track may have some loose gravel and is narrow in patches so take your 
time. 
You will pass through a working farm so please leave the 5 gates as you found 
them. 
After you leave the farm you’re back into forest until you pass through some of 
Margaret River’s industrial park. 
 
(11.3) Reaching the sealed Boodjidup Road signals that you’re are back in 
town and you can meander back to the town centre either on the cycle path that 
continues in front of you or turn right and immediately left onto Clarke Road 
then veer right onto Station Road. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Coffee Venue 
WATERSHED PREMIUM WINES 

10:00 – 5:00 daily 
9758 8633 

www.watershedwines.com.au 
 
 
 



 
Voyager Estate Loop 
 
22.0kms return 
1hr 10 mins riding time 
78% Sealed Road and Cycle Paths 
22% Dirt Roads and Cycle Paths 
Easy riding on mainly sealed quiet roads and paths and visits Voyager 
Estate 
 
(0.0) From the starting point of the Margaret River Visitor Centre in the main 
street head up the hill - west, on Tunbridge Street past the old hospital site on 
your left. 
(1.2) At the end of this road you will be faced with a tee intersection, turn  
left – south, then immediately before the roundabout there is a walk/cycle path 
heading to your right. 
Heading west, this path is yours for the rest of the ride. 
It’s much more relaxing than the busy Wallcliffe Road that runs parallel and 
it’s sealed all the way. 
Popular with cyclists, walkers and dog walkers so expect to share the path. 
 
(3.6) The Cape Mentelle Winery Entrance is on the far side of the road 
 
(5.5) You will cross the busy Wallcliffe Road and then immediately a car bay 
on your right – have a look at the tourist map to get your bearings. 
 
(5.6) South on Caves Road but not for long. 
(6.5) Left onto Herron Drive. 
(8.3) Right at Mapstone Road and the left onto Sheridan Road. 
(9.1) The road turns to dirt for a short meander through the bush. 
(9.6) Back to sealed and Harrington Road. 
(10.1) Turn left onto Exmoor Drive. 
 
(11.0) Boodjidup Road. With Eagles Heritage in front of you, and Xanadu 
Winery entrance to your left if you would like the detour, but our coffee venue 
is to the right. 
 
(11.0) Turn right onto Boodjidup Road and head south.  
(11.9) Turn left onto Gnarawary Road. 
(12.2) Turn Right onto Stevens Road. 
(12.7) Voyager Estate’s main entrance. 
 

After your winery visit, retrace back up Stevens Road to 
 
(13.5) Gnarawary Road and turning right to cycle through some tree lined 
farming country. 
 
(15.6) Look out for the Rails to Trails Cycle Sign and turn left - north on to this 
path. 
 
This track may have some loose gravel and is narrow in patches so take your 
time. 
You will pass through a working farm so please leave the 5 gates as you found 
them. 
After you leave the fifth gate you are back into forest until you pass through 
some of Margaret River industrial park. 
 
(20.1) Reaching the sealed Boodjidup Road signals that your back in town and 
you can meander back to the town centre either on the cycle path in front of 
you or turn right and then left onto Clarke Road then veer right onto Station 
Road. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOYAGER ESTATE 
10:00 – 12:00 café  

10:00 – 5:00 wine tastings daily 
 9757 6354 

www.voyagerestate.com.au 
 
 
 



 
Margaret River to Gnarabup 
 
20.0kms return 
1hr 40 mins riding time 
All sealed Walk and Cycle Path 
Easy riding with only a couple of short challenging slopes for walking or 
bottom gear 
 
(0.0) From the starting point of the Margaret River Visitor Centre in the main 
street head up the hill-west, on Tunbridge Street past the old hospital site on 
your left. 
(1.2) At the end of this road you will be faced with a tee intersection, turn  
left - south, then immediately before the roundabout there is a walk/cycle path 
heading to your right. 
Heading west, this path is yours for the rest of the ride. 
It’s much more relaxing than the busy Wallcliffe Road that runs parallel and 
it’s sealed all the way. 
Popular with cyclists, walkers and dog walkers so expect to share the path. 
 
(3.6) Cape Mentelle Winery Entrance is on the far side of the road 
You can check out their opening times. 
 
(5.5) You will cross the busy Wallcliffe Road and then immediately a car bay 
on your right – have a look at the tourist map to get your bearings. 
 
(5.6)Then continue on crossing Caves Road once again heading west to the 
coast and past the cemetery and also the golf course entrance. 
 
(8.3) Your first good view of the coast happens when you cross Wallcliffe 
Road. At this point, just behind you on the road is a popular lookout bay with a  
view over the River Mouth. 
Below you is the historic Wallcliffe House, best seen from the river from a 
canoe. 
 
Continue on your cycle path, there is a steep decent with a stop sign at the 
bottom so good brakes and not too much speed – prepare to stop. 
 
(8.9) STOP at the road crossing. 
Right takes you to the internationally recognised Main Break Surf Point and the 
picturesque River Mouth. 

Straight ahead takes you to old Prevelly, Sea Gardens Café and the new 
development of Gnarabup. 
Beaches, Café, the caravan park General Store, Gnarabup Beach Kiosk and the 
Prevelly Chapel are all in front of you. 
 
Explore at your leisure for all paths and roads can only exit back at this point. 
 
(9.5) Sea Gardens Café  
 
This is a great ride for a morning or afternoon swim followed by a coffee at the 
café, where you can watch the surfers, whale watch in season and watch 
the sunset over the Indian Ocean. 
 
 

Sunset over the Indian Ocean 
But unfortunately if you have seen the sunset from the beach you won’t make it 
back to town by dark. 
Also the mosquitoes are thick, the minute after sunset. 
To make good time in the afternoon, watch the sunset from the River Mouth 
lookout bay back up on Wallcliffe Road – then cycle back to town - with no 
detours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Coffee Venue 
SEA GARDENS CAFÉ 

8:30 – late daily 
9757 3074 

www.seagarden.com.au 
Fair-trade & Organic 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Local Road Conditions  
 

You will not find any designated cycle shoulders on any sealed roads in the 
Shire. Bussell Hwy and Wallcliffe Road are too busy for enjoyable and 
relaxing riding. 
There is a cycle path alternative for Wallcliffe Road to the coast – as explained 
as one of these tours listed. 
All other roads should be OK – remember to be seen, be courteous, be road 
rule aware. 
 
 
Maps 
The two maps were reproduced with the kind permission of Andimaps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer 
 
The author has made every endeavour to ensure correct and up to date 
information and give clear practical guidance, but accepts no responsibility for 
any mis-description whether by omission or inclusion and takes no 
responsibility for any loss or damage arising from the use of this guide. 
 
 
 
 
Feedback 
The author would appreciate any constructive comments on the content and 
format of this guide and the possibility of a second edition being published. 
jepshark@starwon.com.au 

 
 
 

WA SUNRISE FOR MARCH 2009 
 

SUNRISE IS APPROX 
07:20 

 
SUNSET IS APPROX 

 19:30 
FOR THE LAST WEEK IN MARCH 2009 

 
DAYLIGHT SAVING 

FINISHES ON SATURDAY 28TH MARCH 2009 
 

SO PUT YOUR CLOCK BACK ON SATURDAY NIGHT 
 

Local Beach Conditions 
 

Beware of Indian Ocean Swells –Great for Surfers, not so good for swimmers. 
Don’t swim where no-one else is swimming. 

 Ask a local about local conditions. 
 

 
Essential Phone Numbers 

 
MR Hospital   9757 2000 

 
Local Police   9757 2222 

 
Fire–State Emergency Service    9572 3000 

 
Shire of AMR   9780 5255 

 
TAXI   9757 3444 

 
AMR Visitor Centre  9780 5911 

 
MR Cycle Repairs  9758 7671 
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